
 

  

November 2015 St. John is called by Christ to be a Sanctuary 
that Welcomes and Serves All 

Christ is Born Today!  
Most of us are, by now, familiar with the controversy surrounding 

a plain, red cup put in use by Starbucks Coffee. The cup features no 

mention of Christmas, and no symbols other than the Starbucks logo. 

Some Christians were apparently upset that there was no mention 

of Christmas on these cups, and began a campaign to agitate Star-

bucks.  

As I reflected on this, I couldnõt help but think it ironic that, for 

years, many us have complained of the over -commercialization of 

Christmas, and how Christmas was coopted into an orgy of consum-

erism, indebtedness, and robbing the poor of their due. Personally, 

Iõm fine with it if Madison Avenue keeps their hands of Christmas. 

I donõt read any sinister motive in the plain, red cup. Itõs just a cup, 

after all. But maybe this is a moment to reflect on Christiansõ rela-

tionship to the Christ Child and our witness to him to the world 

around us.  

Itõs worth asking ourselves as Christians, do we expect the world 

around us to honor Christmas for our sake? Or do we bear witness to 

the Child who is born this day, for the worldõs sake? I think that is 

an important question.  

The Christ Child was not born into a world of holiday -themed coffee 

cups. Clerks at the Bethlehem Target store were not greeting custom-

ers in the new Babyõs name. The Christ Child was born with stealth 

into a world that was, but for the Holy Family, and a few shep-

herds, at best indifferent, and at worst, hostile, to his coming. Should 

we expect it to be different today?  

December 2015 



2 

 

I agree with the coffee cup conspiracy theorists only to the point that I 

believe we should invite the world to celebrate this day with us, and to 

rejoice in the Child who is born. But we should also expect it to be a hard 

sell. The first Christmas was marked by a familyõs disrupted life due to 

an imperial order;  
an occupying Army who know nothing of the God of Israel, to say noth-

ing of the Christ Child; a wicked politician who was willing to commit in-

fanticide in his hatred of the Child who was born; and the Childõs family 

would then find themselves in the unenviable position of refugees.  

I agree with the coffee cup conspiracy theorists only to the point that I 

believe we should invite the world to celebrate this day with us, and to 

rejoice in the Child who is born. But we should also expect it to be a hard 

sell. The first Christmas was marked by a familyõs disrupted life due to 

an imperial order; an occupying Army who know nothing of the God of 

Israel, to say nothing of the Christ Child; a wicked politician who was 

willing to commit infanticide in his hatred of the Child who was born; 

and the Childõs family would then find themselves in the unenviable posi-

tion of refugees.  

But this is what Christmas is. God comes into the middle of a world that 

doesnõt recognize him, or hates him if it does. He comes in the middle of 

the worldõs darkness, brings peace, and the darkness reacts. But the dark-

ness has not overcome him. Christmas is not a happily ever after story. It 

is only the beginning of the Christ Childõs battle with the darkness.  

It is not the worldõs job to safeguard our holiday for us Christians. Ra-

ther, itõs our job to take the good news of the Word made flesh, and de-

clare it to world that doesnõt want to hear it.  

God has been born into humanity. What, then, will be born out of you? 

Blessed Christmas!  

          Pr. Bill+  

THE VOICE 



 

3 

THE VOICE 

²ƛƭŘ [ƛƎƘǘǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 5ŜǘǊƻƛǘ ½ƻƻΗ  
!ƭƭ ŀƎŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ƎŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 5ŜǘǊƻƛǘ ½ƻƻ CǊƛŘŀȅΣ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ ммΦ  
9ƴƧƻȅ ŀ ŦŜǎǘƛǾŜ ƴƛƎƘǘ ƛƭƭǳƳƛƴŀǘŜŘ ōȅ ƻǾŜǊ ŦƛǾŜ Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ [95 ƭƛƎƘǘǎΦ  
  
¢ƛŎƪŜǘǎ ŀǊŜ Ϸф ƛƴ ŀŘǾŀƴŎŜ όŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǳƴŘŜǊ н ŀǊŜ ŦǊŜŜύΦ ! ǎƛƎƴ ǳǇ ǎƘŜŜǘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ǘŀōƭŜǎ 
ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǊǘƘŜȄΦ tƭŜŀǎŜ ƭŜŀǾŜ ŀ ŎƘŜŎƪ ƻǊ ƳƻƴŜȅ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ǘƛŎƪŜǘ όǎύ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǘǘŀŎƘŜŘ ŜƴǾŜƭƻǇŜ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ ƴŀƳŜΦ 
²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǇƭŀŎƛƴƎ ŀƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǇŀƛŘ ōȅ мнκсΦ  
  
²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ ƭŜŀǾŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŀǘ тΥлл ǇƳ ƻƴ мнκммΦ tƭŜŀǎŜ ōŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ōȅ сΥпрΣ ǎƻ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ Ǉƭŀȅ ǎƻƳŜ 
ƳǳǎƛŎŀƭ ŎŀǊǎΦ tŀǊƪƛƴƎ ƛǎ Ϸс ǇŜǊ ǾŜƘƛŎƭŜΦ  
  
CƻƻŘ ŀƴŘ ŘǊƛƴƪ ƛǎ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘΣ ƻǊ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŀǊǊƛǾŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŀŦǘŜǊ сΥлл ǘƻ ŜƴƧƻȅ 
ǎƻƳŜ ŎƘƛƭƛΦ  
  
¢ƛŎƪŜǘǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƻǊ ŦƻǊ ϷммΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ½ƻƻ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘǎ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ŀ ǿŜŜƪ ƛƴ ŀŘπ
ǾŀƴŎŜΦ ¸ƻǳ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜ ǘƘŜƳ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƻǊΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ ƎǳŀǊŀƴǘŜŜΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŀ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ ǘƛƳŜ 
ǊŜǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƛŎƪŜǘǎΦ CŜŜƭ ŦǊŜŜ ǘƻ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜ ǘƘŜƳ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦΣ ōǳǘ Řƻƴϥǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƻ ǎƛƎƴ ǳǇΗ 

!ǊŜ ȅƻǳ ƛƴ ƘƛƎƘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΚ hǳǘ ƻŦ ƘƛƎƘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŀƴŘ ǳƴŘŜǊ нрΚ 5ƻ ȅƻǳ ƭƛƪŜ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ŦǳƴΣ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ 
ƴŜǿ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΚ LŦ ǎƻΣ ¢ƘŜ DŀǘƘŜǊƛƴƎ ƛǎ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳΗ 
¢ƘŜ DŀǘƘŜǊƛƴƎ ǘŀƪŜǎ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƛƴ [ŀƴǎƛƴƎ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ŀƴŘ bŜǿ ¸ŜŀǊǎ όмнκнт-мнκолύΦ IƛƎƘ 
ǎŎƘƻƻƭŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳƴƎ ŀŘǳƭǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ aƛŎƘƛƎŀƴ ǿƛƭƭ ǘŀƪŜ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ wŀŘƛǎǎƻƴ IƻǘŜƭ ƛƴ Řƻǿƴπ
ǘƻǿƴ ŦƻǊ ŦƻǳǊ Řŀȅǎ ƻŦ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƴƎ DƻŘϥǎ ƭƻǾŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǎƪƛƭƭǎƘƻǇǎΣ ǎǇŜŀƪŜǊǎΣ ǎƳŀƭƭ ƎǊƻǳǇ ǎǘǳŘȅΣ 
ƎŀƳŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ōŀƴŘǎΦ  
CƻǊ ŀƭƭ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ŀǘǘŜƴŘƛƴƎΣ ǊŜƎƛǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊƳǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜƴǘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ 
ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ǘŀōƭŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǊǘƘŜȄ ƻǊ ŘƻǿƴƭƻŀŘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ŜƭŎŀƭƛǾƛƴƎǿŀǘŜǊΦŎƻƳκƎŀǘƘŜǊƛƴƎΦ 
¢ƘŜ Ŏƻǎǘ ƛǎ Ϸмтр ǇŜǊ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΣ Ǉƭǳǎ ǎƻƳŜ ǎǇŜƴŘƛƴƎ ƳƻƴŜȅ ŦƻǊ ŦƻƻŘΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴȅ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎΣ 
ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ !ǎƘƭŜƛƎƘ !ƭǘŜƳŀƴƴ ŀǘ ƳǎΦŦŀƴŎȅŦƻƻŘϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ ƻǊ нпу-ннт-нфмуΦ 
  

http://elcalivingwater.com/gathering
mailto:ms.fancyfood@gmail.com


4 

 

THE VOICE 

Notice of Congregational Meeting  

 

A Congregational Meeting of St. John Lutheran Church will be held 

Sunday, December 6, beginning at 10:15 pm (shortly following the 

9:00 am service), and adjourning no later than 10:50 am. The sole 

purpose of this meeting is to approve the 2016 budget, and to elect 

members to the Governing Board. No other business will be conduct-

ed. All active and confirmed members are encouraged to attend. 

Please remember, we need you to attend. It is important we have 

enough present to constitute a quorum for conducting business   

       St. Johnõs Day,  

        Sunday, December 27 

          One Service, 10:00 am  

     Followed by the Blessing of Wines  

 
Donõt miss worship just because you came on Christmas! Come celebrate the 
witness of our namesake, St. John, on his feast day. We will worship as one 

congregation at 10:00 am. Following that, we will have a special fellowship time. You are invited to 
bring a bottle of wine  (or non -alcoholic festive beverage if that is the norm in your home) for a spe-
cial blessing and toast upon all our celebrations in the coming year. We will toast each other the 
love of St. John, and continue to celebrate the 12 days of Christmas.  

Waffle Party! 

Calling waffle eaters up to 8th grade to gather between services on December 
6th for a waffle party. We'll have waffle batter ready to go that you can custom-
ize with a selection of toppings and mix-ins. Please add you name to the sign up 
sheet on the information table in the narthex.  

Hope to see you there! Come hungry! 
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Midweek Advent Worship 
Wednesday @ 7pm 
December 2nd, 9th, and 23rd 

 

 

 

 

 

Join us for a service of quiet 

reflection, scripture reading. 

St. Nicholas Day  

Sunday, December 6 
Join us next Sunday for worship at any of the worship times, 

and St. Nicholas might pay us a visit, and might even have a 

special treat for us! If youôd like to receive your treat, you 

can do one of the following:  

 

Take one of your shoes (or boots) off before entering the 

sanctuary; or bring a sock, stocking, or extra shoe or boot 

from home to leave outside the sanctuary during worship.  

No Saturday Evening Services  

December 26 or January 2  

Saturday evening services will resume on January 9 

at 5:30 pm.  
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òGod Had Different Plansó 
8ÖÜÛÏɯÈÕËɯ"ÏÐÓËÙÌÕɀÚɯ"ÏÙÐÚÛÔÈÚɯ/ÙÖÎÙÈÔ 

2ÜÕËÈàȮɯ#ÌÊÌÔÉÌÙɯƖƔȮɯƕƕȯƔƔɯ2ÌÙÝÐÊÌ 

 

1ÌÏÌÈÙÚÈÓÚ 

2ÈÛÜÙËÈàȮɯ#ÌÊÌÔÉÌÙɯƕƖȮɯƕƔȯƗƔɯÈÔɯɬɯƕƖɯÕÖÖÕ 

2ÈÛÜÙËÈàȮɯ#ÌÊÌÔÉÌÙɯƕƝȮɯƕƔȯƗƔɯÈÔɯɬɯƕƖɯÕÖÖÕɯ 

 

 ÓÓɯÊÏÐÓËÙÌÕɯÛÏÙÖÜÎÏɯÌÐÎÏÛÏɯÎÙÈËÌɯÈÙÌɯÐÕÝÐÛÌËɯÛÖɯ×ÈÙÛÐÊÐ×ÈÛÌȵɯ

 ËÜÓÛɯÈÕËɯÏÐÎÏ-ÚÊÏÖÖÓɯÈÎÌËɯÝÖÓÜÕÛÌÌÙÚɯÈÙÌɯÈÓÚÖɯÕÌÌËȭ 

 

 

/ÓÌÈÚÌɯÎÖɯÛÖɯÏŲ×ȯɤɤÞÞÞȭÚÐÎÕÜ×ÎÌÕÐÜÚȭÊÖÔɤÎÖɤƖƔÍƔÍƘÊÈËÈÊƖƝÈƖƔ-ÎÖËɯÛÖɯÚÐÎÕ-Ü×ȮɯÖÙɯÚ×ÌÈÒɯ

ÞÐÛÏɯ/ÈÚÛÖÙɯ!ÐÓÓȭ 

 
 

 
 
 

 
December 13 ð The Theme: Advent / Christmas  

 
Youth and kids, from 3 years old through 8 th  grade, and their parents, are invited to join 
us for another fun time of faith formation! This month we will be talking about what it is 
to prepare for Jesus to come during Advent, and to celebrate his coming at Christmas. 
There might even be a visit from òSanta Lucia!ó Come see what thatõs about. 

  There will be fun activities, good discussions among families, a ògive-away,ó and a òtake-
awayó to keep families engaged in praying, talking, and forming faith together. 
(refreshments provided in the MPR for S2 participants.)  

Parents: please remember, we count on your participation along with that of your chil-
dren, so that your entire family can be blessed by S2. Thank you!  

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0f4cadac29a20-god
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BLUE CHRISTMAS SERVICE  
 

While Christmas should be a time of joy, many people 
have mixed feelings, or even feel distress, at Christmas 

Time. Loneliness, depression, grief, financial hardship, 

family disharmony, are but a few of things that keep the 
season of our Savior's birth from being a time of whole-

hearted joy. While we might wish this weren't the case, 

we do well to worship the Christ child in a spirit of hon-
esty, and letting Christ tend to our need for healing. It is 

for this reason that St. John Lutheran will hold a òBlue 

Christmas Service,ó Wednesday, December 16, 2015 @ 

7:30 p.m. The service is specially designed to be of comfort to those who have a hard 
time at Christmas.  

 

St. John Lutheran Church is encouraging ALL members of our community, who are 
òBlueó to join us for this service. But even if you aren't òBlueó you are still invited to 

come & support others with your presence, and to experience a more solemn spirit of 

preparation for Christmas. 
 

St. John Lutheran Church is located at 23225 Gill Road, Farmington Hills, MI 48335. 

For more information please contact the church office at 248-474-0584. 

THE VOICE 


