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that Welcomes and Serves All
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Christ is Born Today!

St. John is called by Christ to be a Sanctuar;[ 20

Most of us are, by now, familiar with the controversy surrounding %

a plain, red cup put in use by Starbucks Coffee. The cup features no v

mention of Christmas, and no symbols other than the Starbucks logo. &
Some Christians were apparently upset that there was no mention *

of Christmas on these cups, and began a campaign to agitate Star- w

bucks. &

As | reflected on this, I coul dndt he%but
years, many us have complained of the over -commercialization of

Christmas, and how Christmas was coopted into an orgy of consum- *
erism, indebtedness, and robbing the poor of their due. Personally, T

|l &m fine with it if Madison Avenue keﬁthe
| dondt read any sinister motive 1in t

after all. But maybe this is a moment

tionship to the Christ Child and our witness to him to the world

around us.

tds worth asking ourselves as Chri sti
around us to honor Christmas for our sake? Or do we bear witness to
the Child who is born this day, for t wéeworl
an important question. &
The Christ Child was not born into a world of holiday -themed coffee %
cups. Clerks at the Bethlehem Target store were not greeting custom-

Chri s Fﬁh i1 d

&

ers in the new Babyds name. The

into a world that was, but for the Holy Family, and a few shep- ﬁ
herds, at best indifferent, and at worst, hostile, to his coming. Should v
we expect it to be different today? &
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| agree with the coffee cup conspiracy theorists only to the point that |

believe we should invite the world to celebrate this day with us, and to

rejoice in the Child who is born. But we should also expect it to be a hard
sell . The first Christmas was mar ked
an imperial order;

an occupying Army who know nothing of the God of Israel, to say noth-
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ing of the Christ Child; a wicked politician who was willing to commit in-
fanticide in his hatred of the Chil d
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would then find themselves in the unenviable position of refugees.

| agree with the coffee cup conspiracy theorists only to the point that |
believe we should invite the world to celebrate this day with us, and to
rejoice in the Child who is born. But we should also expect it to be a hard
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sel | . The first Christmas was mar ked
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an imperial order; an occupying Army who know nothing of the God of
Israel, to say nothing of the Christ Child; a wicked politician who was
willing to commit infanticide in his hatred of the Child who was born;
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and the Childdéds family would then find
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tion of refugees.

But this is what Christmas is. God comes into the middle of a world that

doesndét recognize him, or hates him if i doe
the worl dés darkness, brings peace, and e d
ness has not overcome him. Christmas is not a happily ever after story. It

is only the beginning of the Christ Chil s b
It is not the worldds job to safeguard o& h o

—+

her, i1 tds our job to take the good new

clare it to world that doesndt want to
God has been born into humanity. What, then, will be born out of you?
Blessed Christmas!

Pr. Bill+
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Notice of Congregational Meeting

A Congregational Meeting of St. John Lutheran Church will be held
Sunday, December 6, beginningat 10:15 pm (shortly following the
9:00 am service), and adjourning no later than 10:50 am. The sole
purpose of this meeting is to approve the 2016 budget, and to elect
members to the Governing Board. No other business will be conduct-

ed. All active and confirmed members are encouraged to attend.

Please remember, we need you to attend. It is important we have
enough present to constitute a quorum for conducting business

Waffl e Party!
|l e eaters up to 8th grad
ffle party. We'l/| havle w
el ectiinen dfl etacsep iardgls yarmnud
information table in th
you there! Come hungr]y!
St. Johnos Dlay
Sunday, December 27
One Service, 10:00 am
Followed by the Blessing of Wines
Dondt miss worship just because you camp on
witness of our namesake, St. John, on his feast day. We will worship as one
congregation at 10:00 am. Following that, we will have a special fellowship time. You are invited to
bring a bottle of wine __ (or non -alcoholic festive beverage if that is the norm in your home) for a spe-
cial blessing and toast upon all our celebrations in the coming year. We will toast each other the
love of St. John, and continue to celebrate the 12 days of Christmas.




THE VOI CE

Mi dweek Advent
_ Wednesday @ 7pm
Decembé&% ‘& andd
«=Join us for a s
refl ecti on, scr

St. Nicholas Day
Sunday, December 6

Join us next Sunday for worship at any of the worship times,

and St. Nicholas might pay us a visit, and might even have a
special treat for wus! I f youdd
can do one of the following:

Take one of your shoes (or boots) off before entering the
sanctuary; or bring a sock, stocking, or extra shoe or boot
from home to leave outside the sanctuary during worship.

No Saturday Evening Services
December 26 or January 2

Saturday evening services will resume on January 9

at 5:30 pm.
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December 13 d The Theme: Advent / Christmas

Youth and kids, from 3 years old through 8 ™ grade, and their parents, are invited to join

us for another fun time of faith formation! This month we will be talking about what it is

to prepare for Jesus to come during Advent, and to celebrate his coming at Christmas.

There might even be a visit from o0Santa Lucig!o
There wil!/ be fun activities, goo0G€e whiys du asnikdojmas 0

awayo to keep families engaged in praying, t4l ki

(refreshments provided in the MPR for S2 participants.)

Parents: please remember, we count on your participation along with that of your chil-

dren, so that your entire family can be blessed by S2. Thank you!



http://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0f4cadac29a20-god
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Faith Clouds

What are Faith Clouds?

Faith Clouds are reélationship hetdris £Or eaCh pre-Cohfinmation YOUth ahd Child at &t Johh. They are
350 3 hew WaY OF bringing people OF diFFerent Eenerations im0 Caring relgtionships at St Johh.

A4, Farth ClOoUd 10068 SOmething (ike this:

Children have been asked 10 begin identifying & 10 8 peopie in the COnSTegation OF Various ages whom
they know ahd trust. They are asked 0 think about Two “grandparent-aged” peopie, TWo parent-aged
pe0pie, TWo YoUNE adurts or high-sChoolers, and iF possible, Two kids their age or younger. e will help
themm “Fill in the blahks™ iF they Cahhot think OF all these pedplel

i g *
‘Broadly, a Ffaith Cloud is a “Cloud OF witnesses™ who 10ve a Child along his way OF Srowing in faith. They

are exrended networks OF baptismal Sponsors. For each Child, there will be 3 few Special people who
take g Special interest in her, and they are OF difrerent generations.

Faith Clouds are 3150 bUilding blOCkS FOT Stréngthening intergeneratidhal relatiohships at St Johh, 50 a8
Children Erdl in Faith, they arg more inClined 0 rémaih aCtive Wheh aFtér they are Confirmed ahd
beCOme adUlts.

Possible Faith Cloud activities might be-

® “Cloudy Days™ — semi-ahhllal retreats OF all Faith clouds at St John
B Turns at leadership in 52 or TNT activities, worship noes, exc.
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BLUE CHRISTMAS SERVICE

While Christmas should be a time of joy, many people
have mixed feelings, or even feel distress, at Christmag
Time. Loneliness, depression, grief, financial hardship,
| family disharmony, are but a few of things that keep the
{ season of our Savior's birth from being a time of whole-
hearted joy. While we might wish this weren't the case,
we do well to worship the Christ child in a spirit of hon-
esty, and letting Christ tend to our need for healing. It ig
for this reason that St.
Christmas Service, 06 Wedne

7:30 p.m. The service is specially designed to be of comfort to those who have a hard
time at Christmas.

St. John Lutheran Church is encouraging ALL members of our community, who are

come & support others with your presence, and to experience a more solemn spirit of
preparation for Christmas.

St. John Lutheran Church is located at 23225 Gill Road, Farmington Hills, MI 48335.
For more information please contact the church office at 24874-0584.

oBluedé to join us for this service. Butg
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